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SUBJ: GOB CRACKDOWN ON LABOR SECTORS 
REF: LA PAZ 207, 222 

1. ON JANUARY 13, THE GOB CLOSED 4 RADIO STATIONS IN THE 
MINING AREAS, INCLUDING RADIO PIUS XII, WHICH WAS RUN BY 
THE OBLATES, A MISSIONARY ORDER OP THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 
PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SPOKESMAN XAVIER ARCE CHARGED THAT THE 
STATIONS WERE ENGAGED IN POLITICAL SUBVERSION AND WERE 
INCITING THE MINERS TO STRIKE. AT THE SAME TIME, A NUMBER 

OP PERSONS WERE DETAINED IN THE ORURO, CATAVI, LLALLAGUA 
AREA. REPORTS, AS YET UNCONFIRMED, PLACE THE NUMBER ARRESTED 
BETWEEN 15 AND 50, INCLUDING SOME CLERGYMEN SUCH AS THE 
PASTOR OP LLALLAGUA. THE MINERS OP CATAVI AND SIGLO HAVE 
RESPONDED BY DECLARING A 96 HOUR STRIKE. 

2. THE MINISTRY OP INTERIOR REPORTED THAT ON JANUARY 13 THE 
POLICE ARRESTED ABOUT 20 PERSONS IN COCHABAMBA INCLUSINGV 
LEADERS OP THE PACTORY WORKERS AND CAMPESINOS. THE ARRESTS WERE 
DESCRIBED AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE IN THE PACE OF SUBVERSIVE 
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MEASURES WHICH MIGHT AFEECT POPULAR LIVING STANDARDS. 

3. COMMENT: THE GOB APPEARS TO BE STRIKING PRE-IMPTIVE BLOWS 
AT KEY AREAS OF POTENTIAL OPPOSITION TOWHATEVER ECONOMIC 
MEASURES CABINET MAY DECIDE TO ISSUE LATER THIS WEEK OR 

NEXT. IT WAS WIDELY RUMORED THAT THE MINERS IN THE NATIONALIZED 
MINES WERE PREPARING TO STRIKE UPON THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
GOVERNMENT MEASURES WHICH MIGHT REDUCE THEIR INCOME, 

LIVING STANDARDS, OR EMPLOYMENT. THEY WERE REPORTEDLY 

EXPECTING TO BE JOINED BY THE FACTORY WORKERS AND EVENTUALLY BY OTHER 

LABOR SECTORS IN A SHOW OF FORCE SUEFICIENT TO CAUSE A 

REVERSAL IN GOB LABOR AND SOCIAL POLICY. THE GOB ACTION 

HAS SILENCED THE MINERS' RADIOS, WHICH WERE AN IMPORTANT 

MEANS OF COMMUNITY MOBILIZATION, AND THE ROUND-UP MAY 

NET POTENTIALL STRIKE LEADERS FROM AMONG BOTH MINERS 

AND EACTORY WORKERS. THUS LABOR'S ABILITY TO REACT IF 

AND WHEN NEW ECONOMIC MEASURES ARE ANNOUNCED WILL BE 

WEAKENED. 

4. THE CLOSING OF RADIO PIUS XII ADDS ONE MORE IRRITANT 
TO CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (SEE SEPTEL). 
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